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BOB DOLE
KANSAS
141 SE'~ATE HART"JUILDING
(202) 224-6521
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~tatcs ~mate

COMMITIEES ·
AGRICULTURE , NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY
FINANCE
RULES

WASHINGTON , DC 205 10-1601

August 14, 1990

217 Colorado Avenue Down
Pueblo, Colorado 81004
Dear

:

Thank you for expressing concern about Social Security tax.
As I am not affiliated with the organization you wish to support,
I am returning your money to you so you may forward it directly
to them.
I am proud to have introduced and shepherded to enactment the
1983 bipartisan plan that rescued the social security system from
financial insolvency. Prior to enactment of this plan, the
system had been teetering on bankruptcy. Now, the social
security system is running a surplus with adequate reserves to
assure benefit payments well into the next century.
Some people, including Senator Moynihan, are saying that the
1983 reform was too successful and that surplus funds should be
whittled down. While there may be some merit in allowing the
trust fund to grow at a slower pace, there are serious problems
with a "pay-as-you-go system." Most important is the issue of
fairness -- the baby boomers must pay for a portion of their own
retirement. We can't expect the next generation to pick up the
boomer's retirement tab. At a minimum we should carefully
examine our trust fund investment strategy and whether or not we
should build reserves and how best to protect them for the
future.
In addition, we should avoid poorly thought out legislative
actions which could force a reduction in future Social Security
benefits, or force a $62 billion tax increase, much of which
could fall on the middle class, to replace these lost taxes.
While the Social Security portion of the trust fund is in great
shape, it is estimated that the Medicare trust fund will go broke
around the year 2002 -- that's only 12 years away. Any reform
plan must take into account Medicare's endangered future.
Finally, both the House and the Senate Budget Committee have
passed budget resolutions, neither of which included Congressman
Rostenkowski's proposal to freeze social security COLAs.
I might
note that I did not endorse this freeze.
However, the Congress
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must face up to the federal deficit and not postpone acting on
this disaster another year. Unfortunately, the reality is that
we are suffering from political gridlock. Democrats attack
Republicans if we suggest entitlement reforms and Republicans
attack Democrats if they suggest tax increases. Both parties
need to declare a cease-fire and work constructively with the
President on the 1991 budget.
Again, thank you for writing.
Sincerely,

BD/dw
Enclosure
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Research Survey

Please complete all questions.

G
YES NO UNDECIDED

1. The Social Security tax will rise by an average of $600 per couple
over the next 24 months even though the Social Security Trust has a O O
huge surplus and the increase is not needed to fund Social Security.
Do you support a repeal of this increase?
2.The Social Security tax increase will help create a surplus in the
Social Security Fund of about $65 BILLION. The government plans
to use this surplus to pay for non-Social Security programs. Do you 0 0
support legislation that would stop the government from borrowing
this money?
3. Last year the government borrowed $32 BILLION from the Social
Security Trust Fund and this year they plan to borrow up to $65
D D
BILLION. Should Congress work to cut waste and non-essential
programs instead of borrowing this money?
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~lten~as,

Senator Daniel P. Moynihan has introduced legislation that would
roll back the 1990 Social Security payroll tax increase and force the
government to stop the deceitful use of the Social Security Trust Fund
reduce the overall federal deficit; and
k_ ~
~ltereas, using Social Security funds to reduce the federal deficit violates thelr~
"trust" obligations of the federal government under which the Trust Fu~ .., t
was created; and,
"'.
~qertas, current Social Security taxes are far in excess of what is needed t
\
pay Social Security benefits;
.\
'IDqertfort, as a citizen and a taxpayer, I urge you to use your influence as , J · ll
Democratic leader to support the passage of Senator Moynihan's legislat~n? ,
to reduce Social Security taxes and stop the use of Social Security fun~~
reduce the deficit.
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~etition to

tqe ~onorahle ~ohert ~ole

Senate Republican Leader
~qtrtns,

Senator Daniel P. Moynihan has introduced legislation that
would roll back the 1990 Social Security payroll tax increase and force
the government to stop the deceitful use of the Social Security Trust
Fund to reduce the overall federal deficit; and
~Qtrtns , using Social Security funds to reduce the federal deficit violates
the "trust" obligations of the federal government under which the Trust
Fund was created; and,
~qtrtns, current Social Security taxes are far in excess of what is needed
to pay Social Security benefits;
'IDqtrtf.ore, as a citizen and a taxpayer, I urge you to use your influence as
Republican leader to support the passage of Senator Moynihan's
legislation to reduce Social Security taxes and stop the use of Social
Security funds to reduce the deficit.
Signature: - -- - - - - - -- - - -- - - -Date: _ __ _
Name: ____ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ ___
Address ...!.:(O::..Ep~tio=n=
al)~--------------------City _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ State _ __ Zip _ _ __
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U.S. CONGRESSMAN {RETIRED)

Dear Taxpayer,
I urge you to support this campaign to repeal the Social
Security tax increase averaging $600 per family in 1990 and1991.
Remember, this increase is NOT needed to fund Social
Security benefits.
Instead, it creates a massive $65 BILLION surplus which the
government plans to use to fund a wide variety of wasteful
spending programs.
Put simply, the tax will help hide the true size of the
federal deficit.
In addition. I urge you to Q~~ose the use of Social
Security funds for any ~u~ose other than Social Security.

Taxpayer's Education Lobby and the Senior's Coalition have
organized this grassroots protest. As you read this, they are
trying to contact over 800,000 Americans as a first step and
within the next 90 days they hope to contact many millions of
taxpayers and deliver over 1,000,000 signatures against thistax.
I urge you to sign and return your signed petition today.
And please remember, your help in the form of a contribution
is urgently needed to make this national campaign possible.
Please make a special point of helping the Taxpayer's
Education Lobby and the Senior's Coalition campaign with a
contribution of $10 or more to help fund this national
advertising effort and deliver 1,000,000 signatures to Congress.

J'or Taxpayer

~c

7 c~~~t4
fev:i~

nd Social Security Rights

t:.~..z,..-~
RED)

Dole Institute of Politics Archive and Special Collections

Calls For Repeal Of the Social Security Tax
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Campaign To
Repeal The
Social Security
T ax Hike
Sign and return
the enclosed petitions
TODAY
Taxpayer Education Lobby
and The Senior's Coalition
Campaign to Repeal The
Social Security Tax
Brentwood Station
p _Q _ Box 96558
Washington, D_C. 20077-7614
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Here's Why Your Contribution
is so Important •••
The Seniors Coalition urgently needs your financial support to
help pay for our national advertising and lobbying campaign to stop
government from taking Social Security Trust Funds and using
them to pay for wasteful programs and to hide the true size of the
national debt.
Our goal is to obtain 1,000,000 signed petitions in the next 12
weeks, flood the White House and Congress with letters and phone
calls and alert over 8,000,000 seniors and taxpayers to this abuse of
Social Security funds.
We cannot do this without financial help, which is why we urge
you to enclose a contribution of$10, $15 or more when you return
your signed petitions and complete the enclosed survey.
We are also deeply concerned about the recent proposal by
Congressman Dan Rostenkowski to freeze Social Security COLA's.
We need your help to protect Social Security benefits.

Here's How The Seniors Coalition Helped
Force Congress to Repeal The Catastrophic
Health Tax
You may remember the important part Taxpayers Education
Lobby and the Seniors Coalition played in the repeal of the
disgraceful Catastrophic Health Tax of up to $600 per person ...
Our campaign resulted in a snowstorm of petitions, phone calls,
letters, postcards and Mailgrams which swamped Congress and
shocked the lawmakers into action. Over 500,000 Americans
helped us lobby Congress and joined our petition campaign.
You may also remember our special Mailgram program which
allowed thousands of seniors to put their names on Mailgrams to
their Senators and other key officials such as Senate Minority
Leader, Senator Robert Dole.
As a result, the House of Representatives voted in favor of a
complete repeal and the Senate voted for a scaled back version.
Today We Need Your Help to Lobby for Senior's Rights •••
'---~
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Please take these four important steps today:
FIRST, sign and return the enclosed petitions in this envelope. They carry
the names of:
Senate Democratic Leader, George Mitchell
Senate Republican Leader, Robert Dole
We've targeted Senator Mitchell and Senator Dole because they are two of
the most powerful men in Congress and they can help lead the fight in support
of Senator Moynihan's bill...
SECOND, Complete the enclosed survey which will give us valuable
information on how you feel about the use of Social Security Funds to pay for
pet Congressional projects. We'll publish the survey results, send copies to
the media and make sure members of Congress see the results.

THIRD, In the coming days I urge you to call your Congressman and two
Senators at (202) 224-3121 or perhaps write a short note urging immediate
action to protect the Social Security Trust Fund.
If you have time, I'd like you to call the White House and tell the
switchboard operator you support Senator Moynihan's proposal. The number
to call is (202) 456-1414.

FOURTH, I urgently need your financial support to help pay for this national
advertising campaign. Our goal is to obtain 1,000,000 signed petitions in the
next 12 weeks, flood the White House and Congress with letters and phone
calls and alert over 8,000,000 seniors and taxpayers to this abuse of Social
Security funds.
We cannot do this without financial help, which is why I urge you to
enclose a contribution of $10, $15 or more when you return your signed
petitions to me.
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Repeal The Social Security Tax Hike
A project of
Taxpayer's Education Lobby &
The Senior's Coalition
Combined National Petition Campaign:
Mark D. Siljander
Member of Congress (Ret.)
Honorary National Chairma~:t
Senator Moynihan is RIGHT:
The 1990 Social Security (FICA) tax hike is NOT needed to pay Social
Security benefits. But it WILL help the government pay for $65 BILLION
worth of wasteful programs . ..

Dear

,

Please sign and return the enclosed Protest Petitions
against the tax hike to me today.
And please complete the Research Survey I've enclosed
which will give me valuable information on how taxpayers
feel about the tax hike.
By signing and returning the petitions and survey you
will be helping our national campaign to repeal the 1990
and 1991 payroll or "FICA" tax increase. This increase
will cost an average of $600 per family or couple.
As you may already know, this increase in the taxes
which fund the Social Security Trust is a way for the
government to cover up the true size of the deficit.
In fact, the money that comes in from this tax will
go into the Social Security Trust -- and then come right
back out to pay for hundreds of wasteful programs ...
Many Americans are just beginning to realize how hard
this massive tax increase will hit them.
And many more are beginning to realize that the
increase is c0mpletely unnecessary ...
You've probably heard about Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan's proposal to stop the government from borrowing
the Social Security surplus.
And you may already know that this year and next,
FICA payroll taxes will skyrocket by an average of $600
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per married couple -- generating a total of $65 BILLION in
new taxes to the government.
It is NO COINCIDENCE that the government plans to
"borrow" up to $65 BILLION dollars from the Social
Security Trust Fund this year ...
Last year, they "borrowed" $36.2 BILLION ... and
replaced it with IOU's from the Treasury.
Americans who believe that their "FICA" tax increase
is being set aside for Social Security payments are being
duped by politicians.
The bottom line is that the government borrows these
funds because the politicians don't want to admit to the
true size of our national debt. It is easier to simply
"borrow" the money from the Social Security Trust fund.
And borrow they do: Look at the way the Social
Security tax rate has risen over the last few years. In
1970 the rate was 4.80% with a maximum of $374 -- This
year, the rate soars to 7.65% of income with a maximum of
$3,924.
Remember, the Social Security Trust already has a
surplus -- it doesn't need a tax increase in order to make
Social Security payments.
So the government simply borrows the surplus, gives
the Social Security Trust an IOU and spends the money on
wasteful programs.
Senator Moynihan calls this "thievery" and I'm hoping
you are as outraged about this theft as I am. I also hope
you are outraged at this year's massive tax hike.
Which is why I'm asking you to take three important
steps today:
FIRST, I've enclosed two specially prepared
petitions in this envelope. They carry the names of:
Senate Republican Leader Robert Dole
Senate Democratic Leader, George Mitchell
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We've targeted Senators Dole and Mitchell because
they are the two most powerful men in the United States
Senate -- they can lead the fight for a repeal.
My goal is to flood their offices with petitions and
show them that taxpayers will not stand for this $64
billion hike.
I need you to sign them and rush them back to our
processing and tabulation center in the pre-addressed,
pre-paid envelope I've enclosed.
Our staff is standing by to sort and bundle your
petitions. Our goal is to deliver NO LESS THAN ONE
MILLION petitions to these two key Senate leaders in the
next 90 days.
SECOND, I need you to help me by filling out the

Survey Research Form on the reverse of the petitions.
Your answers will help our lobbying and educational
campaign calling for an immediate stop to Trust Fund
thievery. Again, our staff are standing by to tabulate
your answers along with other concerned Americans who join
this fight and release the statistics and answers to both
the media and the Congress.
I believe we can show overwhelming opposition to this
disgraceful tax and the practice of hiding the size of the
deficit by borrowing money from the Social Security Trust
Fund surplus.
THIRD, If you agree with me that this tax is unfair,
I'd like to ask you to call the White House today and
register your support for immediate repeal.

The number to call is (202) 456-1414 and all you need
do is give your name and say "I want President Bush to
know that it is time to repeal the new Social Security tax
and stop using the Social Security surplus to pay for
wasteful government programs".
If you have the time I also urge you to call your
Congressman and two Senators at (202) 224-3121 or perhaps
write a short note urging immediate ~epeal of the tax
increase.
FOURTH, I urgently need your financial support.
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You may remember the important part Taxpayers
Education Lobby and the Seniors Coalition played in the
repeal of the disgraceful Catastrophic Health Tax.
With help from Americans like you we were able to
deliver hundreds of thousands of petitions to the
Congress.
And our members, friends and supporters used
materials we sent them to flood Congress with hundreds of
thousands of phone calls, letters, mailgrams, petitions
and postcards.
One of our goals is to obtain ONE MILLION PETITIONS
AGAINST THIS TAX and deliver them to Congress in the
coming weeks.
We cannot do this without financial help and I'm
asking every person who signs a petition to include a
contribution of $10 or more to help pay for this national
campaign.
Which is why I urge you to enclose a contribution of
$10, $15 or more when you return your petitions and
Research Survey to me.

(Retired)
P.S. One again, let me urge you to act quickly -Congress is debating the 1990 budget in the coming weeks
and to have the maximum impact we need to launch our
national advertising campaign immediately and deliver
1,000,000 signed petitions quickly ...
Please sign and return your petitions to repeal this
tax hike today. The average family will pay $600 extra in
1990 and 1991 and this money is NOT needed to fund Social
Security. Instead it creates a surplus which the
government wants to borrow in order to pay for wasteful
programs and to hide the size of the deficit.
And please enclose a contribution of $10 or more to
help our national campaign for repeal of the tax.

NOT PRINTED OR MAILED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE OR WITH TAXPAYER FUNDS
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